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RWS 3365 
ADVANCED COMPOSITION: RHETORICAL THEORY 
COURSE SYLLABUS 

SPRING 2018 // CRN 25461 // TR 12:00-1:20 PM // UGLC 234


INSTRUCTOR //	 	 	      OFFICE //

	 DR. MARTIN		 	 	 HUDSPETH HALL 207	 

	 LRMARTIN@UTEP.EDU	 	 MTWR 9:00-11:45 AM & 1:30-3:00 PM

	 915.747.6687	 	 	 ALSO AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT


REQUIRED TEXTBOOK //

	 (1) “ANCIENT RHETORICS FOR CONTEMPORARY STUDENTS” BY SHARON 	
	 CROWLEY AND DEBRA HAWHEE. 5TH EDITION. PEARSON, 2012. 

	 *NOTE: You do not need to read the /progymnasmata/ at the end of each 		
	 chapter. 

	 (2) “STYLE: LESSONS IN CLARITY AND GRACE” BY JOSEPH M. WILLIAMS 	
	 AND JOSEPH BIZUP. 12TH EDITION. PEARSON, 2017. 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
This course applies principles of rhetoric developed centuries ago by Greeks and Romans to 
current communicative and social contexts. Today the word “rhetoric” has a negative 
connotation, but in classical times people used rhetoric to find the best course of action 
when they disagree about important social or political issues. Rhetorical principles offer 
people of good will techniques for finding ways to reach agreement, to be productive 
participants in a complex world. These rhetorical principles are just as important now as in 
ancient times because our current discourse often consists more of propaganda and name-
calling rather than sincere efforts to build bridges and find ways forward.


In this course you will also improve your writing style, not by memorizing grammatical terms, 
but by practicing principles of style for a variety of audiences and purposes.


Drawing on rhetorical principles and studying elements of style will help you become a better 
thinker and writer-now, and for whatever your goals are for the future.


IN THIS COURSE YOU WILL... 
• Study rhetorical theories applicable in many writing situations;

• Analyze types of claims and supporting evidence used in contemporary arguments;

• Practice an effective writing process, focusing in particular on invention (generating 

ideas);

• Develop a rhetorical disposition based on good will and finding common ground;

• Increase your ability to adapt a writing style suitable for different rhetorical situations; 

and

• Work collaboratively with others on a multi-stage writing project.
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COURSE POLICIES 

ATTENDANCE 
According to a common maxim, “80% of success is showing up.” In this class, every 
day is crucial to your success. You don’t have to speak up in every class session—
though I encourage this—but you need to come prepared, be attentive, and try hard. 
Our class sessions will be filled with discussions and opportunities to work with your 
fellow students. Make the most of it!


Bring the relevant textbook to class on the days when reading assignments are due.


If you miss more than four class periods during the semester, it is likely that I will drop 
you from the course. Because so much of the course is delivered in class, you just 
have to be there.


KEEP ME POSTED 
Good communication is another key to your success. I encourage you to see me 
during my office hours or email me if you have questions or concerns about the class. 
If you are having problems understanding something in class, or if you are having 
trouble with time management, let me know and we will see if we can find a solution.  
The sooner you contact me, the better I can work to help you.


SUBMITTING WORK 
All assignments must be submitted through Blackboard unless I specify otherwise.


LATE WORK 
The final drafts of all the three major writing projects in the class can be handed in up 
to a week late without penalty IF you talk with me beforehand. If you do not talk with 
me, I will not accept these assignments late. If you are late with rough drafts and peer 
reviews, you will lose points. Blackboard posts must be posted before class begins in 
order to receive credit.


GRADES 
When I grade I work to give you my best and fairest judgement about the quality of 
your work, based on the requirements of the assignment. Descriptions of the 
assignments are included in a separate file. For each assignment you will be given an 
assessment sheet that explains why you received a particular score.


The grade scale is based on a 1000-point score as follows:


Points		 	 	    	  Letter Grade

900-1000	 	 	 	 	 	 A

800-899	 	 	 	 	 	 B

700-799	 	 	 	 	 	 C

600-699	 	 	 	 	 	 D

<599	 	 	 	 	 	 	 F




	 Spring 2018 // Martin

ASSIGNMENTS 

	 1. Blackboard Posts - 200 points

	 2. Previous Experiences - 50 points

	 3. Analysis of Argument - 200 points

	 4. Mediated Argument - 350 points

	 5. Presentation - 75 points

	 6. Fina Project: Reflections - 125 points


ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT AND PLAGIARISM 
Don’t be tempted! Academic dishonesty comes with strong penalties. Cheating just 
isn’t worth it.


Academic dishonesty includes various forms of conduct, such as handing in work 
that isn’t your own, cheating on a test, or recycling papers from another course. 
Faculty at UTEP are required to report all instances of academic misconduct and 
plagiarism to the Office of the Dean of Students. Sanctions range from a failing grade, 
disciplinary probation, and suspension or dismissal from UTEP. For more information, 
see the information provided by UTEP’s Office of Student Conduct and Conflict 
Resolution on their website.


RESOURCES 

UNIVERSITY WRITING CENTER 
I strongly encourage you to use the writing center for all of the assignments in this 
class. Tutors will give you one-on-one assistance with all parts of the writing process, 
from invention to editing, and they can also help you better understand assignments 
and give advice about research. Go early and often—don’t wait until the day a draft 
or final draft is due because you won’t have time to revise according to a tutor’s 
suggestions.


You can drop by the writing center at your convenience, or you can call them for an 
appointment with a tutor (747-5112). You can also receive tutoring online at http://
uwc.utep.edu.


HELP DESK 
Problems with Blackboard or email?  Located in Rm. 300 of the UTEP Library, the 
Help Desk is an excellent resource.  You can call them at 747-4357 or go to https://
www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/ to chat or email a request.  


CENTER FOR ACCOMMODATIONS AND SUPPORT SERVICES 
The Americans with Disabilities Act requires that reasonable accommodations be 
provided for students with physical, sensory, cognitive, system, learning, and 
psychiatric disabilities.  If you suspect that you have a disability and need an 
accommodation, contact CASS at 747-5148 or go to cass@utep.edu


CASS is located in Room 106, Union Building East.


http://uwc.utep.edu
http://uwc.utep.edu
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
https://www.utep.edu/irp/technologysupport/
mailto:cass@utep.edu
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COUNSELING CENTER 
Life can be stressful—don’t hesitate to seek help.  UTEP’s Counseling and 
Psychological Services center provides confidential assistance that can be 
enormously helpful in improving your day-to-day life experiences.  You can reach 
them at 747-5302 or https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/index.html


COURSE CALENDAR 

Date Topic For Class

T - Jan 22 Introduction to Class

R - Jan 24 Writing Style, Audience, & Ideology Due: Previous Experience with 
Writing and Rhetoric  
Style, Lesson 1

T - Jan 29 Relevance of Ancient Rhetoric Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 1

R - Jan 31 “Correctness” Style, Lesson 2

T - Feb 5 Kairos Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 2

R - Feb 7 Actions Style, Lesson 3

T - Feb 12 Stasis Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 3

R - Feb 14 Characters Style, Lesson 4

T - Feb 19 Cohesion & Coherence Style, Lesson 5

R - Feb 21 Emphasis Style, Lesson 6

T - Feb 26 Motivation & Global Coherence Style, Lesson 7 & 8

R - Feb 28 Cohesion Style, Lesson 9

T - Mar 5 Peer Review Draft Due: Draft of Argument Analysis

R - Mar 7 Revision Work Revise your argument analysis

T - Mar 12 Preview Mediated Argument Due: Argument Analysis

R - Mar 14 Common Topics & Commonplaces Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 4

TR - Mar 19/21 Spring Break - No Classes Be safe and enjoy your week!

T - Mar 26 Logical Proof Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 5

R - Mar 28 Ethical Proof Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 6

T - Apr 2 Pathetic Proof Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 7

R - Apr 4 Extrinsic Proof Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 8

T - Apr 9 Arrangement Ancient Rhetorics, Chapter 9

R - Apr 11 OPEN

T - Apr 16 Peer Review Draft Due: Draft of Mediated Argument

R - Apr 18 Revision Work Revise your mediated argument

T - Apr 23 OPEN Due: Mediated Argument

Date

https://www.utep.edu/student-affairs/counsel/index.html


	 Spring 2018 // Martin

R - Apr 25 OPEN

T - Apr 30 Presentations Due: BB post on preparing for 
presentations

R - May 2 Presentations

T - May 7 Presentations Due: Draft of Reflections on Rhetoric 
in Contemporary Times

R - May 9 Presentations

T - May 14 Final Draft of Reflections on Rhetoric in 
Contemporary Times due by 12:00 PM. 
Upload to Blackboard,

We won’t meet in class.

Topic For ClassDate


